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JCPS art students earn
98 Gold Keys
Students at Jefferson County Public School (JCPS) District middle and high 
schools earned 98 of the 126 Gold Keys awarded in the Louisville Metropolitan 
Region of the 2015 National Scholastic Art Awards. The competition accepted 
entries from public, private, parochial, and home-schooled students in eight 
Kentucky and five Indiana counties. Presented by the Alliance for Young Artists 
& Writers, the awards are the nation’s longest-running and largest recognition 
program for teens involved in the visual arts. 

According to the alliance, Gold Keys are presented only to works “demonstrat-
ing the highest levels of originality, technique, and personal vision.” 

JCPS students earned Gold Keys in Ceramics and Glass, Comic Art, Design, 
Digital Art, Drawing, Fashion, Mixed Media, Painting, Photography, Printmak-
ing, Sculpture, and Art Portfolio. The winners are students at Atherton High, 
Ballard High, Brown School, Crosby Middle, duPont Manual High, Eastern 
High, Jeffersontown High, Louisville Male High, Noe Middle, Pleasure Ridge 
Park (PRP) High, and Western Middle. 

See page three for a gallery of selected works that received a 2015 Gold Key.  
See all of the JCPS works in color and get information on the national winners 
at www.jcpsky.net/Pubs/ParentConnection/goldkey2015.html.

PRP Creative wins High School Marketing Challenge
A team of PRP High 
students called PRP 
Creative won first 
place in this school 
year’s High School 
Marketing Challenge, 
which was sponsored 
by the American 
Advertising Federa-
tion— 
Louisville. 

The contest chal-
lenged area students 
to develop and 
produce materials for 
an advertising campaign on the topic of teen sleep 
deprivation. The students developed and pitched 
their campaigns with Humana as a client, and the 
contest was hosted at Humana’s downtown Louis-
ville headquarters.

The PRP students developed a student survey, 
which incorporated statistical models from their 
calculus class, and they created a logo and tagline. 
The group also produced an animated logo and 
posters, implemented a social media marketing 
campaign, and pitched an app concept that would 
monitor the amount of sleep students get each 
night.

The students in PRP Creative are Malik Alleyne-
Jones, Kara Barnett, Kelaiah Clark, Taylor Gray, 
and Morgan Tilton. Led by design and photogra-
phy teacher Denise Webb and established in 2012, 
PRP Creative became the first JCPS student-run ad 
agency. 

The team (shown in the photo at right) has consis-
tently produced award-winning marketing cam-
paigns and graphic design pieces that rival current 
industry standards—as evinced by its work with 
not only Humana but also JCPS Nutrition Services 
and Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt.

PRP Creative presented a session called Failure: A 
Chance to Start Again at the JCPS IdeaFestival last 
month. The group will present its marketing cam-

Manual student Mu Mu Lin poses with her award-winning photo, 
Desert Illusion, at the Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft.  All of the 
works that received Gold Keys in the metro region were displayed at 
the museum in February. 

Mu Mu's photo also was named an American Visions Nominee, 
which is the equivalent of a Best of Show Award.  

Two other JCPS students received the American Visions honor. 
Manual student Alexander Duncan earned it for his sculpture Sylvan 
Dragon. Ballard student Olivia Lantz received two of the honors, one 
in the printmaking category for a work called Landscape Print (see 
page three) and one for a ceramic work titled Effervescent. 

paign to the Louisville business community this 
month at an Ad Fed monthly luncheon. 

Teams from other JCPS schools also did well in the 
High School Marketing Challenge. Metamorphosis, 
a team from the Academy @ Shawnee, received the 
second-place award and was honored as the winner 
of the contest’s Implementation Challenge for its 
strategy and for the materials that would be used to 
execute the campaign. 

Siesta Squad, a Fern Creek High team, earned an 
award for website design. The Deprived, a Southern 
High team, was honored for best visual presenta-
tion.
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Hands-on experiences, real-world problem solv-
ing, solid college and career preparation—these 
are hallmarks of JCPS 5-Star Professional Career 
Theme high schools.

Southern High, for instance, offers business and 
information technology courses as well as two dis-
trictwide magnet programs: Transportation Tech-
nology and Machine Tool and Die Technology. 

Courses within these programs offer many op-
portunities for hands-on learning. In addition to 
basic coursework, students in the Transportation 
Technology Program, for example, work with small 
engines to learn the basic principles of mechanics. 
They learn bumper-to-bumper auto repair by work-
ing on entire vehicles in a fully equipped shop.

This school year, Southern acquired nine new auto 
lifts and electronic diagnostic equipment, which 
allow students to perform maintenance on several 
cars at once. The school also received a substantial 
training tool from Toyota Motor Manufacturing, 
Kentucky, which was the result of a conversation 
at a Southern Open House for parents of middle 
school students last October. 

Joe Cecil, father of a prospective student and an 
employee at the Georgetown Toyota plant, attended 
the open house, where he met Southern High auto 
tech instructor John Owen. (In all, Southern has 
four auto tech teachers and two collision repair 
instructors.)

Cecil explained how Toyota often has excess ve-
hicles and equipment that could be donated. Two 
months later, Owen personally helped deliver a 
2015 Toyota Camry Hybrid to Southern along with 
four engines and two transmissions.

Students are using the car to practice installing and 
inspecting brakes, steering, and suspensions, Owen 
says. He hopes to acquire a 2015 Lexus from the 
Georgetown plant in the next school year.

Many students in Professional Career Theme high 
schools also have opportunities to earn industry 

Contact the Parent Connection editor, 
Thomas Pack, at 485-6315  

or at thomas.pack@jefferson.kyschools. 

What is PBIS?
Schools are using a new approach to discipline

Southern offers hands-on learning on real-world equipment

Southern High Transportation Technology Program students join auto tech instructor John Owen and 
Principal Bryce Hibbard next to a 2015 Toyota Camry Hybrid, which was donated by Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing, Kentucky.  The Georgetown-based plant donated the Camry, along with four engines and two 
transmissions, to help students study and practice what many students hope will be their future trade.

Traditionally, parents have not been happy to get a 
phone call from a school administrator because it 
meant their child was misbehaving. 

Today, many parents of Atkinson Academy stu-
dents are glad to get a call. It means their child has 
been a model of good behavior. 

Promoting positive conduct, instead of just punish-
ing misconduct, is the idea behind Positive Behav-
ior Interventions and Supports (PBIS), an approach 
used at schools throughout the nation.

For many years, school discipline focused on react-
ing to misbehavior by using such punishments as 
reprimands, loss of privileges, sending students to 
the office, suspensions, and expulsions. 

Research has shown that these approaches by 
themselves are not effective in creating a school 
environment in which appropriate behavior is the 
norm. PBIS creates this environment by teaching 
behavior expectations and rewarding students for 
following them.

certifications before they graduate. Transportation 
Technology students can earn all nine Automobile 
Service Excellence (ASE) certificates, which are 
the types of credentials employers seek. Southern 
traditionally leads the district in schools with stu-
dents who receive professional certifications.

Most Transportation Technology students receive 
at least one, and several students receive four or 
five. As students earn the credentials, the school 
rewards them with tools and other useful items. A 
student who earned all nine certifications received 
a large, fully stocked toolbox.

“You get results from programs like this,” says 
Ken Talley, JCPS director of Career and Techni-
cal Education [CTE], who notes that the district 
has recently made a significant investment in CTE 
programs. 

 “As educators, focusing on hands-on experiences 
and practical problem solving should be our thing,” 
says Southern Principal Bryce Hibbard. “We should 
tie learning to real life.”

All children need someone to believe in them. Yet 
each year, for all kinds of reasons, which often 
include the absence of encouragement and sup-
port, more than a million U.S. students drop out of 
high school. About 5,000 of them are students in 
Kentucky.

Through the American Graduate initiative from the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, KET is chal-
lenging Kentuckians to become American Graduate 
Champions—individuals and organizations willing 
to commit time, skills, and resources to make sure 
young people succeed.

A champion can be a teacher or school adminis-
trator, a parent who is active in the lives of young 
people, a volunteer who mentors a child, or an 
organization that creates a positive environment 
daily for youth in our community.

So, why do kids drop out of school? 

KET asked this question and explored the variety 
of circumstances and obstacles that block the path 

to graduation—and how they can be overcome—in 
the new television series Dropping Back In. (You can 
watch it online now at www.droppingbackin 
.org). 

This KET-produced, national series uncovers the 
personal stories inside this complex issue through 
interviews with everyday people who found the 
determination and will to “drop back in” and earn 
their diplomas. In nearly every case, a mentor plays 
a pivotal role. 

Do you know someone who is at the heart of 

helping children break free from a life of crushing 
limitations? 

Do you care deeply about investing your time and 
energy to help kids stay in school and reach gradu-
ation?  

Are you someone who provides a path and resourc-
es to help adults drop back in to earn their General 
Educational Development (GED) credential and 
move forward toward college or a career?

Be a champion! Learn how you can join a move-
ment of people committed to our American gradu-
ates. You can sign up—or nominate someone you 
know—as an American Graduate Champion by 
visiting http://amgrad.ket.org/champions/.

KET encourages you to become a champion for student success
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At Atkinson, PBIS implementation has been a 
schoolwide collaboration including all stakehold-
ers. The staff has developed approaches that include 
monthly celebrations of good behavior. 

“We have teachers from each class at every grade 
level keep an eye out for positive behavioral role 
models in our building,” says Atkinson behavior 
coach Chris Arrington. “Each month, we ask teach-
ers to nominate someone from their class without 
the student’s knowledge, and we have the teachers 
write a summary of what makes the student special.

“Then, once a month in front of the entire school, 
I read aloud what the teachers have written about 
their nominated students. These students then 
come forward to receive a special Golden Eagle 
T-shirt.”

The students also receive a certificate, and their 
parents get a call explaining why their child re-
ceived the award. “These students are looked up to 
in the school as golden, shining examples of good 
behavior,” Arrington says.

Atkinson works with the University of Louisville 
(UofL) as a Signature Partnership School, and it 
offers the districtwide Academy for Excellence 
in Teaching and Learning Magnet Program. The 
Atkinson-UofL team evaluates the most current 
teaching methods and applies techniques proven to 
help students excel in reading, writing, math, and 
science.

Gold Key gallery

Me and My Community
Isabel Mosley, Noe Middle 
Art teacher: Samantha Whitaker
Category: Mixed Media

Lost Innocence
Madison Mattingly, Atherton High
Art teacher: Colleen Reasor
Category: Sculpture

Landscape Print
Olivia Lantz, Ballard High
Art teacher: Emily Forrester
Category: PrintmakingDarius

Darius Henderson, PRP High
Art teacher: Cheryl Wilhoit
Category: Drawing & Illustration

L'Esprit de la Bleu
Cara Hare, Eastern High
Art teachers: Trisha Hamilton-Cooper,  
    Tiffany Smith, and Angie Yeasayer
Category: Digital Art

See page one for information on the Gold Key awards. To see 
color images of all the JCPS artworks that received the award, 
visit www.jcpsky.net/Pubs/ParentConnection/goldkey2015.

Male High student 
wins Congressional 
Art Competition
Louisville Male High student Hannah Seaver 
won the 2015 Congressional Art Competition 
for Kentucky’s Third District.

Congressman John Yarmuth delivered the 
award to Hannah at the school last month. Her 
portrait In the Shadows will hang in his office 
for a year. 

Students from all Louisville high schools were 
invited to submit artwork for the competition, 
and online votes determined the winner. 

According to Yarmuth, Hannah’s photograph 
received more than half of the 1,500 votes cast.

Doss student wins 
Picture Freedom Art 
Competition
The mixed media image above by Doss High 
senior Cheyenne “Che” Martin won the top 
prize in the Picture Freedom Art Competition. 
It was sponsored by the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
where Che’s work will be displayed in a special 
exhibit.

As the winner of the national contest, Che 
received $2,000, and she and a guest received 
airfare and hotel accommodations for a recep-
tion at the opening of the museum last month.

More information about the museum is avail-
able at www.freedomcenter.org. Che’s art 
teacher is Jeremy Hedges. 

Growl
Katelynn Minks, Jeffersontown High
Art teacher: Scot Entrican  
Category: Painting
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Students win Actors Theatre 
playwriting contest
JCPS students won half the top spots in 
the Actors Theatre of Louisville 2015 
New Voices Young Playwriting Contest. 

Students throughout the region submit-
ted nearly 600 entries to the competi-
tion. Overall, eight winners were se-
lected. The following plays were written 
by JCPS students: 

• Sick by Huy Vo (Youth Performing 
Arts School [YPAS])

• A Starfish’s World by Brooke Morri-
son (YPAS)

• Don’t Leave Me Here, Okay? by Annie 
Stone (YPAS)

• The Torpedo Room by Benjamin Col-
lins (Ballard High)

The plays will be fully produced with 
costumes, sets, props, sound, and 
lights during the New Voices Young 
Playwrights Festival (Mon., Apr. 27, 
and Tues., Apr. 28). The plays will be 
performed by members of the Actors 
Theatre Apprentice/Intern Company. 

Ballard student Jada Trabue’s play, Still 
Waiting, was one of two plays selected 
to receive an honorable mention in the 
competion. For more information, visit 
http://actorstheatre.org/shows 
/new-voices-young-playwrights- 
festival-2015/.

Teacher named Claes Nobel 
Educator of the Year
Ana Castro, a duPont Manual High 
Spanish teacher, was named a 2014 

Fl
oa

tin
g 

in
 a

 D
re

am
, a

 p
ai

nt
in

g 
by

 
M

an
ua

l H
ig

h 
st

ud
en

t C
as

sa
nd

ra
 T

ay
lo

r, 
is

 
1 

of
 th

e 
98

 J
C

P
S

 a
rt

w
or

ks
 th

at
 e

ar
ne

d 
a 

G
ol

d 
Ke

y 
in

 th
e 

20
15

 N
at

io
na

l S
ch

ol
as

tic
 

A
rt

 A
w

ar
ds

. 

S
ee

 p
ag

es
 o

ne
 a

nd
 th

re
e.

Claes Nobel Educator of the Year. The 
honor, bestowed by the National Soci-
ety of High School Scholars (NSHSS), 
was one of ten awarded throughout the 
United States. 

The NSHSS recognizes educators 
worldwide who serve as role models 
and make a positive difference in their 
students’ lives by encouraging them to 
strive for excellence. 

The organization previously presented 
the Claes Nobel Educator of Distinc-
tion Award to Castro. Educators are 
nominated for this award by NSHSS 
high school members who want to ac-
knowledge an exceptional high school 
teacher, counselor, or administrator. 
For more information, visit www 
.nshss.org/about-nshss/educators 
/educators-of-the-year/.

Moore educator named ECE 
Teacher of the Year
Denise Michelle Lowe, special edu-
cation teacher at Moore Traditional 
School, was named the Kentucky 
Exceptional Child Education (ECE) 
Teacher of the Year. 

Lowe has served as an ECE teacher in 
the Multiple Disabilities (MD) self-
contained class since 2007. She is a 
National Board Certified Exceptional 
Needs Specialist in Early Childhood 
through Young Adulthood. She serves 
as a mentor to those who are pursuing 
national certification and to beginning 
special educators. 

Lowe pro-
motes in-
clusion of 
students with 
disabilities by 
coordinating 
the Moore 
Unified Sports 
Program, 
which has 
made uni-
forms for bas-
ketball players 
and cheerleaders, hosted banquets, and 
coordinated homecoming for student 
athletes. 

Lowe says that fate first placed her in a 
classroom for individuals with special 
needs as a paraprofessional and that it 
was “instantly clear that this was what 
I was meant to do.”

Senior earns perfect AP score
DuPont Manual High senior Bryan Zhu 
was among only 12 students world-
wide who recently earned a perfect 
score on the AP Computer Science A 
exam.

Fern Creek educator named 
English Teacher of the Year
Brent Peters, an educator at Fern Creek 
High, was selected as the High School 
Teacher of the Year by the Kentucky 
Council of Teachers of English/Lan-
guage Arts (KCTE/LA).

Peters has been involved in a range 
of innovative projects and activities, 
including unique Food Studies courses 

at Fern Creek. These courses have 
taught English through an interdisci-
plinary approach that ties food to nu-
trition, history, geography, economics, 
social justice, pop culture, and cultural 
food heritage.

Peters was honored during the KCTE/
LA’s annual conference on Fri., Feb. 27, 
in Lexington. The council is a nonprof-
it service organization for the state’s 
English and language arts teachers at 
all grade levels (kindergarten through 
graduate school).

Assistant superintendent 
receives leadership award
Michelle Dil-
lard, assistant 
superinten-
dent for JCPS 
Achievement 
Area 4, which 
includes Jef-
fersontown 
and Seneca 
High Schools, 
received the 
Community 
Leadership Award from Woodmen of 
the World. The organization recognizes 
one individual in Kentucky each year 
for exemplary leadership. 

Dillard was honored for serving with 
distinction when she was principal of 
Seneca, for her leadership and advance-
ment of schools in her achievement 
area, and for making a difference in 
her community and in the lives of 
students.

Michelle Lowe

The benefits of a college degree are 
clear. For instance, degree holders earn 
more, and it’s easier for them to find a 
job.

In fact, college graduates earn an aver-
age of $1 million more in their lifetime 
than adults with only a high school di-
ploma, who are nearly six times more 
likely to be unemployed than their 
college-educated peers.

Because of the advantages of a degree, 
many students know from an early age 
that they’re going to college, but choos-
ing the right one can be a complicated 
decision that requires time, planning, 
and research.

55,000 Degrees, Louisville’s educa-
ation movement, offers Destination: 
Degree (www.destinationdegree 
.org), an online road map to a college 
degree. It includes on-track test scores 
and benchmarks at every grade level, 
power skills and booster experiences 
to support success in school, and links 
to valuable resources. 

Booster skills for grades nine through 
twelve help both students and their 
parents navigate the college search.

Online resources include a college visit 
checklist as well as a college research 
worksheet. The checklist includes tips 
to prepare for the visit, things 
to do while on campus, and the 
important questions to ask. 

The worksheet helps students easily 
compare their top schools.

Q: When is the best time to plan a 
college visit?

A: Visit a college when classes are 
in session to get the best picture of 
day-to-day activities. If you’ve already 
researched colleges, spring of your 
junior year is a good time to start visit-
ing campuses. 

Fast Fact: Admissions officers are 
busy in April and May, so plan in 
advance and make sure they have 
time to meet with you. Campus tours 
are scheduled online and through the 
admissions office.

College Knowledge
Choosing the right college

Michelle Dillard
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