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Launching a campaign to build a new school utilizing a recallable nickel tax is not an easy process for any 

school district.  The Knox County Board of Education explored this option in fall 2014 by voting in favor 

for the recallable nickel and launching a print and media campaign to engage parents/community with 

the process and whether or not the tax was favorable. 

  

The Knox County Board of Education members worked with the Office of Communications to develop a 

variety of print and electronic resources to help promote the proposed facility, Knox County Career and 

Technical Center.    

 

Social media, typical online website, printed brochures, banners, and newspaper advertising were 

utilized to spread word about the proposed facilities.   Public feedback was solicited through the 

knoxctc.com website and through public forums that were held.  

 

The message of the Knox County Board of Education through this effort was that in order for the school 

to be built, and in order for Knox students to have the facilities that will prepare them for tomorrow, 

that it would take the entire community to support the project.  
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If you need assistance completing your entry, please call Brad Hughes at 800-372-2962 or via email at 

brad.hughes@ksba.org 



What happens when investments are made to public education?   

Our entire community benefits!  

The Knox County Board of Education is excited to announce that it is beginning phase one plans  

towards the future construction of a new career and technology center to be named 

Knox County Career & Technology Center. 

 

Career and technical education is a critical component of our K-12 education system and is critical 

to our success in helping every student reach college- and career-readiness.  

 

-Dr. Terry Holliday, Kentucky Commissioner of Education  

facebook.com/knoxctc 

@knoxctc 



We talk a lot about preparing students to be “career ready”, but what does that mean?    

It means that Knox County graduates will have the skills needed to obtain employment in 

the workforce once they receive their diploma.  The tax will be used to build a new   

Career & Technology Center that will enable us to prepare students to earn industry-level 

certification before graduating.  Today’s workforce is competitive; our students will have 

the credentials and knowledge needed for employment upon completing high school.   

It is important as a Board, and as a community, that we maintain our current school  

facilities so that they will continue to serve us for many more years.   Knox County 

Middle School and Lynn Camp’s elementary building are currently in need of roof 

replacement.  The tax will fund new roofs at these schools and stop our on-going  

expense of patching and repairing the existing roofs.   

Our students are our most valuable asset, and the Knox County Board of Education plans 

on installing new security and safety features to protect them while they are at school.   

Upgrades include new surveillance cameras in all schools, intercom systems, door lock 

replacements, and more.  The entry areas at four schools will be remodeled to include a 

security vestibule which will stop visitors from entering the building until they have 

checked in with the receptionist.    

 

$0.12 
 



 

Kelly Sprinkles, Superintendent 
200 Daniel Boone Drive  •  Barbourville, Kentucky 40906 

(606)546-3157  •   www.knox.kyschools.us 

 

NEWS RELEASE 

Contact: Frank Shelton      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Telephone: (606)546-3157, ext. 2446  

E-mail:  frank.shelton@knox.kyschools.us 

 

FUTURE CENTER WILL PROVIDE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

STUDENTS AND COMMUNITY  

After years of discussion, Knox County is one step closer to having a new learning facility that 

would help prepare students and residents for the ever-changing workforce.  

Officials with the Knox County Public Schools announced on Tuesday that they are beginning 

phase one plans for the future construction of a new career and technology center. 

The center will fulfill several education needs in the community, according to Frank Shelton, 

coordinator for the district’s career and technical education program.  

“Our high school students will utilize the center to take courses to prepare for future employment 

in several career pathways and for college level classes,” said Shelton.  

Although the district has not officially announced what those pathways will be,  Shelton shared 

that discussions have included a mix of traditional paths and new opportunities.   

“Health science, engineering, manufacturing, and automotive technology are all typical paths 

that centers provide; but we are also looking at programs which would prepare students for 

networking, fiber optics and energy education as well. 

“The center will also be home to some of our early college programs that have been launched in 

the past two years.   Both high school students and adults will able to take advanced level 

classes at the center which will count towards college credit, preparing for an industry 

certification, or continuing education credit.” 

Phase one for the center consists of securing funding for bonding potential to build the facility, 

receiving public input on the programs and educational programs the site will provide, and 

meeting with advisory groups for those programs to determine the space and technology 

requirements for implementation. 

Shelton shared that a portion of the property tax set by the Knox County Board in August can 

only be used for building projects, with the revenue already being planned to go towards 

bonding for the new building. 



 

Kelly Sprinkles, Superintendent 
200 Daniel Boone Drive  •  Barbourville, Kentucky 40906 

(606)546-3157  •   www.knox.kyschools.us 

“This is not just another building, this is an investment in a learning center that will benefit our 

entire community and region for years to come,” stated Shelton. 

Part of that investment would include a potential state match that would come following the next 

General Assembly.   Shelton explained that the district’s current bonding capacity is at $3.2 

million.   Restricted revenue from property taxes will add an additional $7 million of bonding for 

the project.   A state match in 2016 would add an additional $12.4 million to the district’s 

bonding potential.  

Shelton explained that other funding sources, such as competitive state and federal funding, 

existing SEEK funds, and vocational education funds will be used to equip the classrooms.  

Phase two of the project will consist of architect renderings based on the programs and services 

the center will provide, the selection of a site for the building to be constructed on, and building 

approval from the Kentucky Department of Education.    Phase three will follow with site 

development and construction. 

“With grants becoming available thanks to the Promise Zone and SOAR initiatives; and the 

opportunity to receive matching funds from the State, the Board feels that now is the time to 

finally move forward with a project that is long overdue,” said Shelton. 

“We all want what’s best for our students and our community, this center will provide learners of 

all ages with the skills and credentials needed for success in the workplace while attracting new 

industry as a result of a well-trained workforce.” 

The school district has setup a website and social media sites to receive public input and share 

updates on the project.   The website address is www.knoxctc.com.  

 

# # # 



 

 

facebook.com/knoxctc 

@knoxctc 

What educational programs do you feel would be most  

beneficial to students and our community? 

Provide feedback online and learn about our plans for  

Knox County Career & Technology Center! 

 

Visit our website at www.knoxctc.com  



Together, the Knox County Board of Education and our 

community are partnering to build a new Career &  

Technology Center that will educate learners of all ages  

and benefit our entire region.  

 

The goal of Knox County Career & Technology Center is 

to prepare students of all ages with the skills necessary 

for a successful transition to postsecondary education or 

work and a desire for life-long learning in a global  

society.  

 

The current Area Technology Center was built in 1961 

with additions/renovations occurring in 1966.   No other 

major renovations have occurred since 1966. 

 

Current facilities, both at the ATC and at Knox’s two high 

schools, can no longer support additional career  

programs.  Since 2011, KCPS has added pre-engineering, 

biomedical, and computer science STEM classes at both 

high schools, a new business program at Lynn Camp,  

on-site health sciences at Knox Central and a family/

consumer science program at Knox Central.   We have 

reached capacity for sustainable growth in order for  

programs to have the space needed to be successful.   

  

A new Career & Technology Center will allow us to  

combine current ATC and high school offerings with our  

dual credit college initiatives, adult education programs, 

and community education program.   

Pre-Engineering 

Biomedical and Health Science 

Computer Science 

Automotive Technology 

Architecture and Construction 

Manufacturing Technology 

 

Industry Certification 

Dual Credit College Credit 

Continuing Education Credit  

What skills do our students and adults  

currently employed, or getting ready to  

enter the workforce, need?    Programs 

offered at Knox County Career &  

Technology Center must need the need of 

our local, regional, and global economy.    

Advisory groups and community surveys will 

help us determine the programs and  

services offered at Knox County Career &  

Technology Center.   Be heard.  Visit 

www.knoxctc.com and submit feedback!  

Phase One -  [Current Phase, September 2014] 

 Secure funding for construction 
 Local Planning Committee for the school 

district meets 
 Advisory groups meet to discuss program 

needs for our region 
 

Phase Two 

 Architect consultation and design 

 Site selection process 
 Approval by Kentucky Department of  

Education 
 

Phase Three 

Site development and construction [See left] 

Possible Construction Timeline  

November 2014—Hire Architect  

By February 2015—Determine Site  

By May 2015—Building Design 

By July 2015—Bid Phase I 

By August 2015—Construction Phase I 

By July 2015—Bid Phase II 

By August 2017—Construction Phase II 

       Completed  



 


